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Collecting Signatures
You must collect on your Nomination Form (F0400) the names, addresses and signatures of 25 voters who live in the Electoral District (formerly called “riding”) you are running in. Any Canadian citizen 18 years of age or older living in that riding is eligible to sign.  
If it is well before the writ period, collect 30 signatures, enough to fill one page of the F0400 Nomination Form. You will have time to get more if necessary. When it is submitted to Elections Ontario they will check that the address (and town) is in the Electoral District.  If the Writ has been issued the Nomination form must be submitted to your local Returning Officer.  Call for an appointment and get it in as soon as possible, so you will have time to collect more signatures if required. For a scheduled election, the Nomination Period ends one week after the writ is issued. For an unscheduled election, two weeks.  The RO may check not only the address, but that the name is on the Voters List.  You should get 35-40 signatures to be safe.  
It's a good idea to wear a name tag with the Party logo and to carry brochures in case someone asks for more information. (Try to get the signature first.) It helps to have a friend assist you, maybe to introduce you.  You will need a clipboard and a couple of pens (in case one stops working or is lost).  Suggested greeting, “Hello, my name is John Doe and I will be a candidate in the June 7 election.  I need signatures from 25 voters in the riding to get my name on the ballot. I hope you will help me.” Offer them the clipboard.  Some people will be hesitant to sign. Let them know you are only asking for their permission for you to be on the ballot. They are not required to vote for you. “It’s a bureaucratic thing.”   
There are various methods for collecting signatures:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Knock on your neighbours' doors - even if you haven't met them before.  This will ensure they live in the riding. Be sure to ask if there are any other voters in the home. 
2. Go to a local self-serve gas station, preferably near the middle of the riding, not one on a main thoroughfare. You will have a captive audience with time to listen. Take a riding map since they may not live in the riding, or just get extras.
3. Collect signatures at a local plaza or outside a grocery store or the Beer Store.  It’s best to ask people as they are entering the store. Do not go to a large mall that tends to attract tourists. 
When they hand it back, make sure you can read the name and address. If you are in a rural area, makes sure the town name is included. If necessary, ask them to spell it for you and make it readable, Name is not as important; it will likely be on the list of voters. 
If the owner or manager of the gas station or store asks what you are doing, explain, but if he or she asks you to leave, find another location.  The Ontario Election Act does not include a provision requiring them to allow you access to their property to collect signatures or hand out election materials.  
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